AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF  MABTUST VAST BUKESL	3'
Such was the issue between the President and the three ex-Sec] taries, and such were their respective allegations and proof, was never pretended that the requisition referred to had ever be made upon them by the President in person or thro' any other cha nel than Col. Johnson. In the only conversation they had had wi him upon the subject, seventeen months before they resigned, th say he did not press it—he says he disclaimed it in the most u equivocal terms. Col. Johnson's statement is the only evidence tli was introduced and notwithstanding the formality and confider with which this grave accusation had been brought forward a: the zeal with which it was supported 'by the entire opposition of t Country, the public judgment was so clear and so decided that the General's canvass for re-election, which took place the ve next year, when everything else was raked up, it was never alluded
A few words more in respect to myself. Whilst at New York a: on the eve of sailing for England I received a letter from the Pre dent inquiring as to my recollections upon this branch of the gene] subject, which I gave him in a letter, dated August Mth, 1831, t whole of which together with the letter to which it was a reply, \v be found in the Correspondence.1
My statement was never published as the President, I was hap to find, adopted the advice I gave him.
The following extract embraces what relates to the present matti
I will in the first place answer your queries in regard to the interview tween Messrs. Ingham, Branch & Berrien & yourself upon the suhject of. th course towards Mr. & Mrs. Eaton. Neither with those gentlemen, nor \v Colonel Johnson have I had any conversation, confidential or otherwise, u) that subject. I recollect your sending for me one morning & that when I rived I found you sensibly affected by an impression which had been mj upon your mind that Messrs. Ingham, Branch & Berrien were taking measu in concert to exclude Mrs. Eaton from the society of "Washington. You sta to me in a general way the grounds upon which that impression was found referring to several successive parties which had been given by those gen men, & to information which had been given to you by others without wa ing them, and declared that you felt it to be your duty & had made up y< mind to interfere in a prompt & efficacious manner & put an end to the j: ceedings of which you complained. You then shewed me a paper which, cording to my recollections, was in the form of a letter addressed to th gentlemen, expressive of your views & feelings on the subject.

